
Class of 2020: 

  

At this time, all Ohio schools are still awaiting to hear from the Governor about how long 

the current stay at home order is going to last. We will not change any existing plans until 

we receive an update from Governor DeWine and/or the Ohio Department of Education.  
  
I understand that many of you have graduation questions and many of you are filled with 

apprehension; graduation season requires a great deal of planning. This is not something 

we take lightly. Graduation is a time honored tradition that celebrates life. It is a tradition 

that dates back centuries, and in fact this May will mark the 100th anniversary of the very 

first commencement in Green Township.  
  

It is important for you to know that the class of 2020 WILL be recognized. What that 

recognition will look like remains to be determined. My expectation is that by April 24th we 

will have a much clearer picture of what the next several months will look like. I wish to 

avoid premature postponements that require multiple attempts at rescheduling, and I wish 

to make sure any postponement takes into consideration students that have made military 

commitments that might prohibit their inclusion.  
  

It is also important for you to know that our school district will not violate any state or 

federal guidelines explicitly stating that large gatherings put peoples’ lives at unnecessary 

risk; whether those lives are grandparents, people with pre-existing medical conditions, or 

the medical personnel that are placed at risk by treating those exposed to this pandemic. 

The doctors and nurses in our community will be on the front lines should this virus 

continue to spread and we owe it to them to do our part and adhere to all existing 

guidelines.  

  
What I can tell you with absolute certainty is that the staff, administration, and school 

board at Zane Trace are committed to giving the class of 2020 the respect and recognition 

that it has earned. I promise you nothing less than 100%. I am proud of your class as 

students, and I am more proud of the young adults you have become. You have 

demonstrated resiliency, kindness, and class throughout this ordeal.  
  

Keep up the good work, and remember to be kind to one another.  
  
 

Ty Wertman 
Principal 

Zane Trace High School 

 
 


